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Farmland 
protection 
programs  are 
meant  to  help 
promote 
organized 
growth,  and 
to  prevent 
leapfrog 
development 
into  agricul¬ 
tural  areas. 


What  the  Farmland 
Protection  Program  does 

The  farmland  protection  program  offers  financial 
incentives  to  producers  who  choose  to  keep  their  land 
in  agricultural  production  rather  than  being  developed 
for  urban  uses.  A  voluntary  program,  it  helps  protect 
farmland  from  residential  and  commercial  develop¬ 
ment  by  offering  matching  funds  to  state,  tribal  and 
local  governments  to  purchase  agricultural  easements 
on  productive  farmland.  The  easements  are  for  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  30  years  or  may  be  perpetual.  In  cooperation 
with  local  programs,  it: 

•  Frees  up  capital  for  producers  to  reinvest  in  agricul¬ 

tural  operations,  invest  in  retirement  or  reduce 
debt. 

•  Keeps  farmland  affordable  for  beginning  farmers 

by  removing  the  speculative  value  of  the  land  for 
urban  development. 

•  Encourages  good  land  stewardship  by  requiring  the 

implementation  of  conservation  plans. 

•  Encourages  the  development  of  new  farmland  pro¬ 

tection  programs  locally,  offering  much-needed 
financial  assistance  to  state  and  local  govern¬ 
ments. 

•  Fosters  national  awareness  of  the  need  to  protect 

farmland  from  development. 

•  Helps  keep  the  best  agricultural  land  in  production. 

•  Promotes  managed  urban  growth. 


Why  FPP? 

In  recent  years,  more  than  a  million  acres  a  year,  a 
land  area  the  size  of  three  Iowa  counties,  has  been  lost 
from  U.S.  agriculture  to  urban  development.  And  the 
rate  of  development  is  increasing.  The  Farmland 
Protection  Program  is  intended  to  slow  the  loss  of 
productive  and  unique  farmlands. 

How  the  FPP  works 

The  Farmland  Protection  Program  offers  matching 
funds  to  state  and  local  governments  that  have  estab¬ 
lished  farmland  protection  programs.  These  programs 
must  have  pending  offers  to  purchase  conservation 
easements  from  landowners  on  prime,  unique  or  other 
productive  soils  that  are  threatened  by  development. 

The  Natural  Resources  Conservation  Service  distrib¬ 
utes  FPP  funds  after  publishing  a  request  for  proposals 
(RFP)  in  the  Federal  Register  and  online.  When  a 
state,  local  or  tribal  application  for  matching  funds  is 
approved,  the  NRCS  issues  a  cooperative  agreement 
that  describes  the  transaction  taking  place,  the  ease¬ 
ment  cost,  an  estimate  of  the  federal  share  and  other 
details.  It  contains  a  reversionary  clause  that  requires 
the  sponsor  to  reimburse  the  federal  government  if  the 
terms  of  the  cooperative  agreement  are  not  enforced 
or  the  easement  is  terminated. 

New  houses  along  Highway  6  west  of  Des  Moines 
towards  Waukee  are  part  of  the  urban  expansion 
in  central  Iowa. 
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Local  sponsor  role 

Local  sponsors  are  state,  local,  or  tribal  govemments- 
or  in  some  cases,  non-governmental  organizations- 
who  have  a  commitment  to  protecting  agricultural 
land  from  urban  development.  When  the  local  spon¬ 
sors  apply  for  federal  matching  funds,  they  must: 

•  demonstrate  a  commitment  to  farmland  protection 
through  use  of  incentive-based  or  regulatory  farm¬ 
land  protection  techniques. 

•  prove  their  capacity  to  monitor  and  enforce  the 
conservation  easements  that  would  be  purchased 
on  agricultural  land  in  the  program  area. 

•  provide  at  least  50  percent  of  the  estimated  fair 
market  value  of  the  land  that  will  be  designated 
for  the  conservation  easement. 


Qualifying  land 

USDA  joins  with  local  sponsors  to  acquire  easements 
or  other  interests  from  landowners.  USDA  provides  up 
to  50  percent  of  the  fair  market  easement  value;  this 
value  is  usually  the  difference  between  the  development 
value  and  the  land  use  value.  To  qualify,  the  farmland 
must: 

1 )  be  part  of  a  pending  offer  from  a  State,  tribe  or 
local  farmland  protection  program 

2)  be  privately  owned 

3)  have  a  conservation  plan 

4)  be  large  enough  to  sustain  agricultural  production 

5)  be  accessible  to  markets  for  what  the  land  produces 

6)  have  adequate  infrastructure/agricultural  services 

7)  have  surrounding  parcels  of  land  that  can  support 
long-term  agricultural  production 


Funding 

Federal  matching  funds  for  farmland  protection  are 
authorized  by  Section  388  of  the  Federal  Agriculture 
Improvement  and  Reform  Act.  Funding  comes  from 
the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  the  same  entity 
that  finances  farm  income  support  payments. 

The  1996  Farm  Bill  established  the  program,  and 
made  the  Natural  Resources  Conservation  Service 
responsible  for  program  implementation. 


For  more  information: 

Marcia  Roll,  Natural  Resources  Conservation  Service 
Des  Moines,  Iowa  (515)  284-4262 
email:  marcia.roll@ia.usda.gov 
on  the  web:  www.nrcs.usda.gov 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its  pro¬ 
grams  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political 
beliefs  and  marital  or  familial  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.) 
Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of  program 
information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA's  TARGET  Center 
at  (202)720-2600  (voice  and  TDD).  To  file  a  complaint,  write  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250  or  call  1-800-245-6340  (voice)  or 
(202)720-1127  (TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  employment  opportunity  employer. 
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